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Some Statistics

Japan has 23,633 elementary schools, 11,134 junior high schoeols, 5,450
senior high schools, 995 schools for the handicapped, 702 universities, 525
junior colleges, and 14,174 kindergartens.

About 20.7 million students (May 2003 figures) were enrolled in educational
Institutions in Japan from the kindergarten to university: levels:

1,760,442 in kindergartens:;

7,226,911 in elementary schools;

3,748,319 in junior high schools;

3,809,801 in senior high schools;

250,065 in junior colleges (usually two years);

2,603,901 in universities (four years) and graduate schools;
97,875 in technical colleges;

786,135 in special training schools;

and 189,570 in other types of schools.




School grades

TThe school year in Japan begins: in April and
classes are held from Monday te either Eriday or
Saturday, depending oni the schoeol. fhe school
year consists ofi three terms, which are
separated by short holidays in spring and winter,
and a one-month long summer break.
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School Uniftorms and Changing Elothes
mJapan

Small children wear: colored-coded caps
and have badgesi pinned tortheir
shoulders that indicate theirgrade. In
elementary school, students generally.
don't wear schooll uniferms but they do
wear them in middle schooelland high
school. The boy's uniforn consists ofia
blue cotton Mao-style jacket with
matching pants. The girl's uniform
consists of a dark-colored or plaid knee-
length skirt and a sailor-style or plain
white blouse.




¢ Age: 6-7;
¢ Aren’t part of

the official
education
system.
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Flementany sSchioo]
N2 (Shogakko)

¢ Age: 6-12;
¢ 6 classes:

¢ less than 1% of
the schools are
private,

¢ Public elementary
education is free,
some school
expenses are
borne by
parents: school
lunches and
supplies.




Elementary SChO)

The subjects they
study include
Japanese,
mathematics,
science, social
studies, music,
crafts, physical
education, and
home economics




[Cower seeondary school

= (Chigakko)

— & Age 12-15;
- ¢ Most Japanese upper
w o secondary schools
have complicated
admissions
procedures, similar
to university admission

In other countries




[Cower Secondamy schioo]

¢ Students also attend mandatory club meetings
during school hours, and many: also participate
In after-school clubs.

Preparing for a practice kendo Calligraphy club.
match.




High' schiooels
=152 (kotogakko)

Age 19-18;
Attendance in Upper secondary

school Is not compulsory, but most
students do attend It;

Private upper-secondary schools
account for about 24%;

Alllupper-secondary schools, public
and private, are informally ranked,
based on their success in placing
graduates in freshman classes of the

most prestigious universities.




(Clcan Classtooms mJapan

¢+ Japanese schools don't have any: caretakers because
the students and staffi do all the cleaning. Studentsin
elementary school, middle school, and high schoeol
sweep the hall floors after lunch and beiore they go
home at the end of the day.

Souy("honorable cleaning®) is a period of about: 115
minutes each day when all' activities come: tora stop,
mops and buckets appear and everyone pitches in
cleaning up.




SCchoel Class Sizerand Stuaent
Organizationinidapan

¢

A typical primary schoeol class has
around 31 to 35 students; a typical
middle school class has 36 te 40
students; and al typicall secondary.
school class has 45 students. When
asked what they think I1s;ani ideal
class size most teachers say.
between 21 anai 23.

Tleachers organize students: into
groups with student leaders and
other members of the group using
peer pressure to keep the group
members in line.




Achicvemeni- Iiesis and N ChcaLmie
mrJapan

National achievement tests are
given to primary school thira
graders and sixth graders.
Achievement exams given to 3rd
years high school students have
sections on the many subjects.
Typically students get between 50
percent and 70 percent ofi the
guestions right with the highest
percentage in Japanese language
(68.1 percent) and the lowest in studying hard
politics and economics (49.7
percent).
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Exams

The third year of high school In Japan s allotted fior students o
prepare for college exams known as "juken” (= Bx);

Others may wish to settle for a job instead;

In Japan, the type and! rank of school play: a cruecial rele in deciding
the fate ofi a youngster In seciety where he will be allocated a niche
In the economic strata of social hierarchy. Onee sel In a chesen

path, he would have little chance to alter his course In life

dan exam



! AT01 140
Al an Al
AlD183 Al 0Ta
A0 gg Al g
AllDlaa Aldirag
ALDTSD Al 0it 2
Al 3 121
ALQLG6 ALl 2a
A 9T Aldgzay
Al 02T
Al0nza
Aldlan
AlD 3T
AL dn

ALDT47 Al 0DEaQ

AlD 45 Aldasp

ARdl gz
AlolTa
T
ATD 1 TE
ATDLTE

Passing the entrance exam to a university/is
a major step in one's life.




IHIgher educationinrJapan
N= (daigaku)

Students applyingl to national Universities take two entrance
examinations, first a nationally: administered uniformiachievement
test and then an examination administered by the University that the

student hopes to enter.
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Higher education In Japan

Age .
19-20 Associate; 20-23 Bachelor:;
23-26 Master - Graduate School: Master
AEB1E LRI (daigaku-in)
26-27 Ph.D.

University of
Tokyo

REKF

( Tokyodaigaku )




